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Sunshine Cathedral
The Largest Progressive Queer Church in the World

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Today’s Theme
It Gets Better

Sunday, July 26th, 2020
2020 Year of Spiritual Growth



 2 Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the past is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

Sunshine Cathedral Sunday Morning
A Positive Worship Experience

America's Queer Church for All
Service of Gathering

Welcome
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins & Rev Dr Robert Griffin

Announcements
Rev Kevin Tisdol

Please rise as you are able. 
Opening Affirmation          

Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the 
past is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

Service of Praise

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelther from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

O God, Thy presence here is known; Sufficient, peaceful, sure;
We trust Thy mighty power alone, And dwell with Thee, secure.

The Call to Worship

This is the day our God has made.
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Prayer
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins

Minister: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Names.  
Amen.

 
Chorus Response 

Surely the presence of our God is in this place; I can feel Her 
mighty power and His grace.I can hear the brush of angel 
wings, I see glory on each face; surely the presence of our God 
is in this place.
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Service of Proclamation
A reading from the drama of Job (31.35, 38-39)

Rev Ty Bradley 

“How I wish someone would listen to me! I did not use my 
land in a wrong way. I never caused it to suffer. I always paid 
the workers for the food I got from the land. I never let any of 
them starve."

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

The story continues (Job. 38.1, 4, 8) 
Rev Dr Anne Atwell

Then the LORD spoke to Job from a whirlwind and said, 
“Where were you when I made the earth? Who closed the flood 
gates as the sea gushed from the womb?"

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Response
My LIfe Is In Thee

My life is in you, O omnipresent One.
My life is in you, O omnipresent one.

Fountain of life you are, springing within each heart, 
No life from you apart, O goodness divine!

The story concludes (Job 42.3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 16)
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins 

Then Job answered the LORD: I talked about things I did 
not understand. I talked about things too amazing for me to 
know. In the past I heard about you, but now I have seen you 
with my own eyes. God then [chastised Job’s friends because] 
they did not say what is right about God… Job prayed for his 
friends, and the LORD made Job successful again. The LORD 
blessed Job with even more than he had in the beginning. Job 
lived for 140 years more.

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Prayer
Rev Dr Anne Atwell

Dear God, in the difficult times give us the courage to believe 
that things will get better. Give us strength. Give us courage. 
Give us hope. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Anthem                                                       It Gets Better
By Andrew Lippa & Performed By Tara Sperry                                                  

Homily                                                               It Gets Better
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins, Senior Minister

Song of Response                                  Please rise as you are able.

Just as I am, I’m meant to be
God is my life eternally

And Love divine embraces me
O Light of God in me…in me.

 
Just as I am, I’m whole and free
Love, hope and joy are all for me

And Truth affirms my dignity
O Light of God in me…in me.

 
Just as I am, healed, prospered and blessed
Grace frees me now from strife and stress

and I receive Life’s very best
O Light of God in me…in me.

Tune: Woodworth (“Just As I Am”)
Words: ©2012, Durrell Watkins

Healing Rays Prayer Card
God is sustaining me. 

God will abundantly bless me. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*****
“Weeping may endure for a night, 

but joy comes in the morning.” Psalm 30

Sign of Peace
I've Got the Music In Me

Ain't got no trouble in my life,
No foolish dream to make me cry.
I'm never frightened or worried,

I know I'll always get by.

I heat up, I cool down
When something gets in my way I go round it.

Don't let life get me down
Gonna take life the way that I found it.

I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me

Feel funky, Feel good, Gonna tell ya
I'm in the neighborhood

Gonna fly like a bird on the wing
Hold on to your hat honey

Sing, sing, sing, sing

Heat up, cool down
I got words in my head so I say them

Don't let life get me down
Catch a hold of my blues, just play them

I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me
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Service of Sacraments
Sacrament of Sharing (Tithes & Offerings)

Rev Dr Robert Griffin

Stewardship Thought
“There must be giving as well as receiving, in order to maintain 
a perfect balance.” Ernest Holmes

Offering Prayer
We give as giving unto God. May God bless every gift and every 
giver. Amen. 

Offering Music                                                     Seize the Day
By Alan Menken and Jack Feldman

Performed By Sara Burns

Doxology                                                                        Rise as you are able.
Alleluia alleluia
Alleluia alleluia
Alleluia alleluia
Alleluia alleluia

Sacrament of Hospitality

Eucharistic Intentions

We Remember 

Steve Shadgett 07/26/1994
Martha Ross 07/26/2019
John Hinson 07/29/1993
Richard Marion 07/30/1991
Alberto Pombo 07/30/1996

Jerry Weingart 07/30/1999
Gary Drury 07/31/1994
Jeffrey Quimby 08/01/1993
Jody Natalucchia 08/01/1993
Patricia Kron 08/01/2012

Holy Spirit, Source of Gladness 

Let the peace which knows no measure, now in 
quickening showers descend, Bringing us the richest 
treasure we can wish or God can send. With a faith-filled 
affirmation, every fear we now release, rest upon this 
congregation, Spirit of untroubled peace! 

A Moment of Silence
 

Prayer of Purpose
Minister: Join me in our prayer of purpose.
Congregation: May we follow Jesus, our great example, 
and thus love and serve others, seek justice, live in 
awareness of God’s omnipresence, and affirm the 
sacred value of all people. Amen.
 

Intercessions
Minister: Let us pray to our God;
Congregation: God hear our prayer.
 
Minister: For our various needs and concerns,
let us pray to our God; 
Congregation: God hear our prayer.
 
Minister: For our loved ones and all who are on our 
hearts, 
let us pray to our God;
Congregation: God hear our prayer.
 
Minister: For those on the Sunshine Cathedral prayer 
list, 
let us pray to our God;
Congregation: God hear our prayer.
 
Minister: For practitioners of the medical sciences and 
healing arts and all whom they serve, 
let us pray to our God;
Congregation: God hear our prayer.

Minister: For those who have been marginalized, 
traumatized, or oppressed, 
let us pray to our God;
Congregation: God hear our prayer.
 

Rainbow Candle Lit Today

In Memory and Honor 
of all

Sunshine Cathedral Members and 
Friends Affected or Infected by 

COVID-19

by 
The Sunshine Cathedral Staff
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Minister: (+) For the departed to Rest In Peace and rise 
in glory, 
let us pray to our God;
Congregation: God hear our prayer.
 
Minister: And with people all over the world we pray,
Congregation: May peace prevail on earth.
 
We offer these prayers in the name of all helpers of 
humanity and in the spirit of Jesus who taught us to pray 
as we now sing:

Model Prayer 
Creator which art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. 
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And leave us not in 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-
dom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
The Lord’s Supper 

Rev Ty Bradley

On the night of his arrest, the Lord Jesus took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to God for it, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take this and eat it….Do 
this to remember me.” 

In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, 
saying, “This cup is an agreement between God and you 
that has been set in motion by my [life]. When you share 
this cup, remember me.”

Invitation to Communion

These are the gifts of God for all the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Communion is Shared

Final Communion Song                           Heal Our Land

Heal our land, Spirit heal our land;
Hear our cry and turn our nation back to you.

Lord, heal our land, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our land;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.

Heal our world, Spirit heal our world;
Hear our cry and turn our nations back to you.

Lord, heal our world, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our world;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
&

Noisy Offering
Rev Dr Anne Atwell

Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Protection

The light of God surrounds us; the love of God enfolds us.
The power of God protects us; the presence of God 
watches over us. Wherever we are, God is.

Benediction

Final Song                                                             Love Train

Comissioning
Our worship has ended.  Let our service begin!
 Thanks be to God!

Postlude                                                     Barbara Ramcharitar
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Sunshine Cathedral CCLI# 11274929

Sunshine Cathedral Food Pantry 
is open

Every Wednesday from 
11AM – ?? or by appointment

No ID required. No 
income verification.

No questions. No 
judgment.

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment, please 
contact Rev. Anne
954-462-2004 ext. 208

To make a donation to the Sunshine Cathedral 
Food Sharing Program, check out our website 
sunshinecathedral.org and click on the Food 
Sharing tab.

Prayer Garden Remembrance Brick

The Prayer Garden 
with Remembrance 
Brick is located directly 
b e h i n d  t h e  W a l t 
Lawrence & Stephen 
L e w i s  C e n t e r  f o r 
Worship and the Arts.

The Prayer Garden 
is beautifully maintained 
b y  o u r  w o n d e r f u l 
volunteers that make up 
the Garden Team. They 
are generally on the 
campus each Saturday 
morning doing various 
work to maintain the 
Prayer Garden so that 
it is always accessible 
and attract ive year 
round. 

There are benches located in the Prayer Garden 
for those who wish to spend a little extra time.
If you would like to dedicate an engraved brick in 
memory of someone, or if you have any questions 
or would like to place an order please contact Kevin 
Tisdol by email at Kevin@sunshinecathedral.net.

The donation to have an engraved brick placed in 
the Prayer Garden is $100.00 per brick.
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SunBurst NewsSunBurst News
GIVING IN GRATITUDE – In July each year we ask people to celebrate 
their blessings with Text to Give. How it works is that every time you 
experience a great joy, a moment of well-being, hear really good news, 
achieve a goal, etc., you celebrate by texting a donation to Sunshine 
Cathedral. This is above and beyond regular giving, and each donation 
can be small…$1, or $2, or $5. Just a token to say, “I am thankful that 
God in me is bringing me peace, joy, wisdom, and hope.” Not only can 
this result in each of us giving an extra three to ten dollars per week to 
the church (which is very helpful in the summer), but it builds our attitude 
of gratitude, which then continues to fill us with joy. Of course, now you 
can make your Giving in Gratitude donations via Venmo or CashApp 
as well. This month, when you experience an extra blessing, share the 
blessing with the church by sending a dollar or two in gratitude. May 
your blessings be many!
 

Requirements for On-site Worshipers 
*Seats must be reserved on line for 9 am and 10:30 on site worship
*Masks must be worn
*No more than 25% of our seating capacity will be in use
*No touching
*Self-serve Communion
*Hand sanitizer is available (and must be used)
*Enter through the Narthex, leave (as directed by ushers) through the 
Nave (ONLY Ushers should ever touch the doors)
*Only one user at a time in restrooms
*The Worship Center has been professionally "Deep" Cleaned 
*Please leave an empty space between each parked car
*For those uncomfortable returning to onsite worship, or who on medical 
advice need to be extra cautious, we will continue live-streaming the 
10:30 am service
*All daily online programs will also continue

Reserve your seat at Sunshinecathedral.org.
 
COSMIC UNICORNS - Sunshine Cathedral agrees that the world needs 
more Diverse, Inclusive, and Empowering children's media. Check out 
CosmicUnicorns Kickstarter campaign to buy a book. No kids? You can 
also sponsor books to be donated to schools and libraries. 
FB @cosmicunicorns
IG @cosmic_unicorns_official
Twitter @unicornscosmic
TikTok @cosmicunicorns
CosmicUnicorns.com
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL 
- Please remain committed to your financial support of the church. 
You can mail your contributions, you can give online via the website 
SunshineCathedral.org, you can Text to Give, or you can use Venmo (@
sunshinecathedral) or Cash App ($sunshinecathedral). We continue to 
provide religious programming seven days per week, our Food Sharing 
ministry is still in operation, and there are significant costs involved in our 
Sunday worship broadcasts. Your faithful support means we can continue 
to support you and the larger community. Your gifts are appreciated and 
put to good use. 
 

On-line programming:
Christians & Cocktails is a panel discussion of religious topics every 
Monday at 6 pm EDT on Facebook live. 
 
Share in the Chair - Rev. Durrell interviews a different guest each 
Wednesday at 6 pm EDT on Facebook live. 
 
Midday Prayer Monday through Saturday at Noon EDT on Facebook
 
Saturdays at 12:30 pm EDT - Join us for Just A Thought on Facebook

Livestreaming Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am (Facebook and 
YouTube)
 
Ask about A Course In Miracles via Zoom and our virtual service in 
Second Life
 
 DIAL-A-PRAYER - You can hear a prayer by dialing 954.462.2004 
(press 6). A new prayer is recorded each week. 
 
NEED PRAYER? – send your prayer request to prayer@
sunshinecathedral.net  

Saints of the Week
July 26: St. Anne (50 BCE-12 CE) - According to Christian and Muslim 
traditions, Anne was the mother of Mary and grandmother of Jesus.
 
July 28: Frederick J. Eikerenkoetter II “Rev. Ike” (1935 – 2009) – a 
prosperity preacher who taught that health, wealth, good luck, harmonious 
relationships, and protection from adversaries could all be achieved and 
experienced by those who practiced his system of metaphysics. His 
seminary taught the “Science of Living” and his business institute was 
the home of “Thinkonomics.” His church was a large, remodeled theatre 
in Washington Heights (NYC) and he believed that combining affirmative 
prayer with generous giving could result in an empowered, joyous, and 
even opulent life. Rev. Ike taught, “Acknowledge the God in you and 
ask for guidance” and “Your mind will work what seems like miracles to 
accomplish the good purpose you give it.” He used such affirmations 
as “Nothing is too good for me” and “Good health is my divine right.” He 
liked the bible verse, “According to your faith shall it be done to you.” 
He called his teaching “mind power”, “self-awareness”, and “self-image 
psychology.”
                                                           
July 29: William Wilberforce (1759-1833)—Abolitionist. The life of 
Wilberforce proved that a politician can also be moral and heroic. Born to 
a wealthy and influential family, he experienced an evangelical conversion 
shortly after entering Parliament, where he worked for overseas missions 
and education. As a member of the House of Commons he supported 
political and social reforms, most especially his long and persistent fight 
against slavery and the slave-trade. Slavery was finally abolished in the 
British empire just weeks before his death. Seven hundred thousand 
slaves were freed. He was buried in Westminster Abbey as a national 
hero.
 
July 30:  Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany—Jesus’ family of 
choice. The stories of this household from Bethany (a village right outside 
Jerusalem) are found in the gospels of Luke and John. They are portrayed 
as close friends and disciples of Jesus, and are remembered for their 
hospitality. Martha has come to symbolize the active response to faith,
those who get things done, and Mary that of the contemplative. When 
Lazarus died, Jesus stood at his grave and openly wept. While they 
are described as brothers and sisters, it has been suggested that Mary 
and Martha may have actually been a couple who called each other 
‘sisters’ in order to pass in society. They are important for modern gay 
and lesbian people of faith because they represent Jesus’ family of 
choice —two unmarried women, and an unmarried man. Like many of 
us today, Jesus defined his family by intentional covenant, rather than 
biological or legal relatedness.   
           
July 31: St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556)—Founder of the Society of 
Jesus (the Jesuits). Many modern liberation theologies (in which gay and 
feminist theologies are rooted) have come from Latin American Jesuits.
 
St. Joseph of Arimathea – is said to have provided the burial tomb for 
Jesus.
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Sunshine Cathedral Online Schedule
Sunday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 10:30AM/EDT - Sunday Worship

Monday - Friday: Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live - Noon/EDT - Midday Prayers

Monday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT - Christians & Cocktails

Wednesday - Sunshine Cathedral Share in the  Chair Facebook Live - 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT

Saturday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live - 12:30 PM/EDT - Just A Thought with Cindy & Durrell
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Silent HelperS prayer MiniStry
Please hold these in the power of loving prayer:

 
REMEMBER: Prayer Cards available at Prayer Box 
in Cathedral Narthex  (drop them in offering plate or 
give them to a robed minister). Prayers can also be 
submitted via Sunshine Cathedral.org or by emailing 
any SC clergyperson. You can hear a prayer at anytime 
by calling 954.462.2004 (press 6)

Centering Thought:
 
“…as we learn to walk in the consciousness of God’s 
abundance, as we realize that God is good and that 
God is the law of good, then that good is ours, too, as 
children of God.” Irwin Gregg 

We pray for the following ~ 
 
William P.; Christy’s mom; Cindy; Chris; Robert; Mickey; 
JF; Raquel; Lora; Eileen; Mikki; Barbara S.; JM; Karyn; 
Anita; CJ; Shawna; EW; Peaches & Jan; Mary; Ed R.; 
NP; Angela’s mother; Tammy’s brother; Joe; Melissa; 
those who have tested positive for COVID19; Gary’s 
daughter and her boyfriend; Jim; Diana’s cousin; all 
who suffer the pains of injustice; medical practitioners; 
children detained at the U.S. border; Mary Ellen T. (of 
blessed memory); Ray; MLF; Ken S.; Vickey (of blessed 
memory); Cassandra; Yvonne; Nelli; Ann G.; Christine 
F.; Chris S.; AJ’s mom; Donna & her mother; Wayne S.; 
Zavion; Betsy G. & family; Pat W. & Dalt; CTV (of blessed 
memory); John L (of blessed memory); Lisa; Norma; 
Carol; those who are unemployed; Champion; Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg; Grace; Ann & Deb; Carol & Richard B.; 
Scott A.; Gloria; Emma; Peggy; those in nursing care 
and assisted living facilities; LGBTQ+ communities in 
the US and all over the world; Troy P.; Global Justice 
Institute; the Sunshine Cathedral;  
 

Acknowledge God.
Recognize God’s goodness.

Lay claim to divine goodness in our lives.
Release.

 
 

Let us pray: 
God is good.

God is the Source of all good.
And God’s good is available to me.

What is true for me is true for all people,
since it is in God that we all live, and move and

have our being.
Let miracles now flow into our lives.

Amen.

REMEMBER: You can hear a prayer at anytime by 
calling 954.462.2004 (press 6)

supports community projects that serve 
the LGBT community in a number of 
different  elds:

OUR FUND FOUNDATION 

HIV/AIDS
ARTS & CULTURE
SOCIAL JUSTICE

YOUTH
ELDERS
WOMEN
TRANSGENDER

Contact us to make sure 
that your will or estate 
plan strengthens the 
community and causes 
that are most important 
to you.

Our Fund Foundation supports

The Sunshine Cathedral

To learn more about 
how you can support 
Our Fund’s mission 
to support agencies 
advancing LGBT 
causes in South 
FFlorida, visit us at 

www.Our-Fund.org 
or call us at 

(954) 565-1090
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Financial Data Snapshot from 19 July

 Weekly Generosity Income Needed $13,923.00
Generosity Income Received $10,400.00

Our Abundance and/or (Need) ($3,523.00)

Per Capita Giving $39.03

Worship Services 101
Online Virtual Resourcing 107,862

Detailed information located on the Cathedral website.

Sunshine Cathedral Financial Information

Donating to 
Sunshine Cathedral just got easier

Venmo or CashApp

Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

CashApp - $SunshineCathedral

Test to Give - 954.399.7333
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The Cathedral Staff

Two Sunday morning services
9:00am (ASL interpreted) 10:30am

Sunday 5:00pm in Second Life

1480 SW 9th Ave
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

954.462.2004

www.sunshinecathedral.org

Monthly Collection Programs
1st Sunday - Loaves & Fishes: Food Collection

3rd Sunday - Clothing Collection 
(For BG Hospital & Homeless)

Due to limited storage space, please bring items on 
designated Sundays only.

Sunshine Cathedral is not liable for any vehicle incident, including 
acts of nature, while attending any events.

1480 SW 9th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315

954.462.2004
www.sunshinecathedral.org 

Executive Leadership Team
Rev. Durrell Watkins, DMin, Senior Minister

Rev. Robert Griffin, DMin, Executive Minister
Rev. Anne Atwell, DMin, Minister of Connections

Rev. Ty Bradley, Social Justice Minister
Rev. Kevin Tisdol, Director of Lay & Volunteer Ministries
Mrs. Sara Burns, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Vocalist

Ms. Barbara Ramcharitar, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Organist

Artists-in-Residence
Tara Sperry, Vocalist
Paul Phillips, Bassist

Teresa Flores, Percussionist
Gary Lane, Assistant Organist

Edwin Neimann, Pianist
Cheryl Barth, Assistant Pianist

Sam Miller, Videographer
Phil McChesney, Handbell Director

Facilities
Kurt Litzenberger, Facilities Manager

Support Ministries Leaders
Rev. BK Hipsher, DMin, Virtual Church Chaplain 
Rev. Kurt Krieger, Seasonal Members Chaplain

Rev. Marian Cavagnaro, Hospice Chaplain
Rev. Ren Bell, Hospice Chaplain

Rev. Lynda Pantoja, Interfaith Spirituality 
Rev. Margarita Rodriguez, Minister of Spiritual Companionship

Rev. Nancy Davis, DD, A Course in Miracles
Deacon Ed Huckemeyer, DD, Diaconal Minister of Pastoral Care

Deacon Jean Johnson, Community Chaplain
Deacon Lydya Chapman, Women’s Ministries

Deacon Michael Karban, Diaconal Minister of the Chancel 
Deacon Sue Gallagher, EdD, Teaching Associate 

Peggy Brereton, Usher Team Leader
Trevor Stewart, Bookkeeper

Consultant
Rev. Elder Don Eastman, Systems & Leadership

Officers of Sunshine Cathedral Board of Directors
Dennis McWilliams-Ramos, Chair; Rev. Dr. Durrell Watkins, Vice-Chair; 

Melody Fiore, Treasurer, Mary Fedoration, Secretary
BOD@sunshinecathedral.net

Chair of Sunshine Cathedral Foundation
Phil McChesney

Info@SunFound.net


