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Sunshine Cathedral
The Largest Progressive Queer Church in the World

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Today’s Theme
Just Love



 2 Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the past is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

Sunshine Cathedral Sunday Morning
A Positive Worship Experience

At the Largest Progressive Queer Church in the World

Service of Gathering 

Today’s Theme
Just Love

Welcome
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins & Rev Dr Robert Griffin

Announcements
Rev Kevin Tisdol

2020 Year of Spiritual Growth                                                                   May 17th 2020

Please rise as you are able. 
Opening Affirmation          

Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the 
past is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

Service of Praise
Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire

 
Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love; my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

 
Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess,
But not be giv’n by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin.
 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
our spirits long to be made whole,
Let inward love guide every deed, 
by this we worship and are freed.

The Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
     Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

Opening Litany
read by Rev Dr Anne Atwell

One: The joy of the Lord is our strength.
All: God in us is infinite wisdom; God shows us what to do.

One: In all our ways let us acknowledge God and God will direct 
our path.
All: We can do all things through Christ which strengthens us.

One: Nothing can disturb us, for Christ is our peace and our poise.
All: All things work together for good.

One: Christ in us, the hope of glory!
All: God is our help in every need. 

One: Alleluia!
All: Amen. 

 Response Chorus

And God will raise us up on eagle’s wings, bear us on 
the breath of dawn, make us to shine like the sun, and 
hold us in the palm of God’s hand.

Please be seated
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Service of Proclamation

The Witness of the Apostle Paul 
(1 Corinthians 13.4-8a, 13) read by Rev Kevin Tisdol
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 

boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. And now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is love.

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

The Wisdom of M. Scott Peck 
read by Rev Dr Anne Atwell

“Not only do self-love and love of others go hand in 
hand but ultimately they are indistinguishable.”

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

The Wisdom of Malinda Cramer 
“Love one another. Why? Because you are love; 

because you are one another. God is love. Your love is 
not only God’s love, but it is God.”

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Response
My LIfe Is In Thee

My life is in you, O omnipresent One.
My life is in you, O omnipresent one.

Fountain of life you are, springing within each heart, 
No life from you apart, O goodness divine!

+ The Gospel According to Mark (12.28-31) 
read by Rev Kevin Tisdol

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing 
with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, 
he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 
Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 
no other commandment greater than these.”

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Prayer:  Today, let us embrace love. Let us express love. 
Let us trust love. Let us be thankful for love. God is love. 
And so it is.

Please be seated.

The Anthem                                                  Love Wins
By Carrie Underwood, Brett James, David Garcia

Performed By Tara Sperry

Homily                                                             Just Love      
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins, Senior Minister

Song of Reponse 
Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Faith

God is my help in every need;
God does my every hunger feed;

God walks beside me, guides my way
Through every moment of the day.

I now am wise, I now am true.
Patient, kind, and loving, too.

All things I am, can do, and be,
Through Christ, the Truth that is in me.

Pastoral Prayer                   Rev Dr Robert Griffin

Sign of Peace
I've Got the Music In Me

Ain't got no trouble in my life,
No foolish dream to make me cry.
I'm never frightened or worried,

I know I'll always get by.

I heat up
I cool down

When something gets in my way I go round it.
Don't let life get me down

Gonna take life the way that I found it.

I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me

Feel funky
Feel good

Gonna tell ya
I'm in the neighborhood

Gonna fly like a bird on the wing
Hold on to your hat honey

Sing, sing, sing, sing

Heat up, cool down
I got words in my head so I say them

Don't let life get me down
Catch a hold of my blues, just play them

I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me
I got the music in me; I got the music in me
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Service of Sacraments
Sacrament of Sharing (Tithes & Offerings)

Stewardship Thought

“Having received new life through the generosity 
of God…let us give thankfully and abundantly that we 
may be called God’s generous people.” 

June Christine Goudey

Offering Prayer: We give as giving unto God. May God 
bless every gift and every giver. Amen. 

Offering Music            Love Will Stand When All Else Falls
By David Bryan and Joe Dipietro

Performed By Sara Burns

Doxology                                                   Rise as you are able.
Old 100th

Praise God the Love we all may share;
Praise God the Beauty everywhere.
Praise God the Hope of good to be;

Praise God the Truth that sets us free. Amen.

Sacrament of Hospitality

Eucharistic Intentions

We Remember 

John Gorcyca 05/17/1998
Norma Jalbert 05/18/1994
Jean Pyburn 05/18/2003
Betty Ann Priscak 05/18/2010
Rosemary Anderson 05/18/2015
Hector Torres 05/19/1990
Norman Pittenger 05/19/1997

Gary Franck 05/20/1996
Nathan Tucker 05/21/1991
Don Easton 05/22/1995
Derek Morris 05/23/1995
Rae Duran 05/23/2006
Sherry Johnson 05/23/2007
Alvio Ronquillo 05/23/2015

Lord, Thy Glory Fills the Heaven

Lord, Thy glory fills the heaven;
Earth is with its fullness stored;

Unto Thee be glory given,
Holy, holy, holy Lord.

Heaven is now with anthems ringing,
Earth takes up the angels’ cry;

Holy! holy! holy! singing,
Lord of hosts, Thou Lord most high!

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                   
Minister: Let us affirm our gospel faith.
Congregation: I believe in God, the Good, and in the 
message and mission of God’s anointed prophet, 
Jesus the Wayshower, who was born of Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was executed for empowering the 
powerless and restoring the dignity of the marginalized, 
and yet he lives in our hearts and ministry. I believe in 
the omnipresent power of divine Love, in the Blessed 
Community,in the sacred value of all people, and in life 
without end. Amen.

Minister: Mother-Father God, we affirm blessings for all 
who are on the Cathedral’s prayer list and for all who 
are on our hearts. We trust you to lead, guide, and direct 
each of us in the ways of happiness, well-being, and 
right action. We pray for those who hold authority in the 
nations of the world that they may be guided by wisdom 
and motivated by a love of justice and peace. We pray 
for our departed loved ones, (+) let light perpetual shine 
upon them. And with people all over the world we pray,
Congregation: May peace prevail on earth!

Minister: These prayers we offer in the spirit, name, and 
nature of Jesus the Christ, whose own prayer we now 
sing:

Model Prayer 
Creator which art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. 
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And leave us not in 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-
dom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Rainbow Candle Lit Today

In Memory and Honor of all
Sunshine Cathedral Members and 
Friends Affected or Infected by 

COVID-19

by 
The Sunshine Cathedral Staff
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The Lord’s Supper 

Clergy - On the night you were betrayed you took the bread. After 
giving thanks you broke it and said, "This is my body, open to 
you, and when you eat this, remember me."
  
Congregation - This is my body, open to you, and when you eat 
this remember me.
  
  
Clergy - On the night you were betrayed you held the cup. After 
giving thanks you lifted it up, "This is my love, poured out for you, 
and as you drink this remember me."
  
Congregation - This is my love, poured out for you, and as you 
drink this remember me.
  
Clergy - So we thank you for the cup and for the bread; we recall 
the love you gave and the hope that you spread.
  
Congregation - And we remember, O heavenly Dove, Christ's 
deep compassion, and tender love. (x2)

Invitation to Communion

These are the gifts of God for all the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Communion is Shared

Final Communion Song

Heal Our Land

Heal our land, Spirit heal our land;
Hear our cry and turn our nation back to you.

Lord, heal our land, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our land;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.

Heal our world, Spirit heal our world;
Hear our cry and turn our nations back to you.

Lord, heal our world, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our world;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Protection

The light of God surrounds us; the love of God enfolds us.
The power of God protects us; the presence of God 
watches over us. Wherever we are, God is.

Benediction

Final Song                                

I Saw the Light

I wandered so aimless, faith was so thin
I wouldn't let peace, hope or joy in

Then Good News came like a stranger in the night
Praise the Lord I saw the light.

I saw the light I saw the light
No more darkness no more night

Now I'm so happy no sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light.

Lacking in vision I wandered along
Worries and fears I claimed for my own

Then like the…man that Jesus gave back his sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light.

I saw the light I saw the light
No more darkness no more night

Now I'm so happy no sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light.

I saw the light I saw the light
No more darkness no more night

Now I'm so happy no sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light.

Comissioning
Our worship has ended.  Let our service begin!
 Thanks be to God!

Postlude                                                  Barbara Ramcharitar
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Sunshine Cathedral CCLI# 11274929

Sunshine Cathedral Food Pantry 
is open

Every Wednesday from 
11AM – 2PM or by appointment

No ID required. No 
income verification.

No questions. No 
judgment.

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment, please 
contact Rev. Anne
954-462-2004 ext. 208

To make a donation to the Sunshine Cathedral 
Food Sharing Program, check out our website 
sunshinecathedral.org and click on the Food 
Sharing tab.

Prayer Garden Remembrance Brick

The Prayer Garden 
with Remembrance 
Brick is located directly 
b e h i n d  t h e  W a l t 
Lawrence & Stephen 
L e w i s  C e n t e r  f o r 
Worship and the Art.

The Prayer Garden 
is beautifully maintained 
b y  o u r  w o n d e r f u l 
volunteers that make up 
the Garden Team. They 
are generally on the 
campus each Saturday 
morning doing various 
work to maintain the 
Prayer Garden so that 
it is always accessible 
and attract ive year 
round. 

There are benches located in the Prayer Garden 
for those who wish to spend a little extra time.
If you would like to dedicate an engraved brick in 
memory of someone, of if you have any questions 
or would like to place an order please contact Kevin 
Tisdol by email at Kevin@sunshinecathedral.org.

The donation to have an engraved brick placed in 
the Prayer Garden is $100.00 per brick.
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SunBurst NewsSunBurst News
We May Be Together Again Soon – As the city begins to 
reopen (Phase 1) on May 18, Sunshine Cathedral will begin 
“in the room” worship again on Pentecost (what a great day 
for it!). We must limit each service to 125 people to assure 
social distancing, and we must sanitize the room thoroughly 
and avoid touching, etc. So…there will still be limitations, 
but it’s a step forward. We still encourage people who are 
considered “vulnerable” to stay home a bit longer, and we’ll 
soon announce more details of how it will all work, but for 
now, just know that Pentecost, May 31, is the day that we 
hope to begin returning to on site worship. 
 
SHARE IN THE CHAIR GUEST – This week’s special 
guest for Share in the Chair will be the Rev. Elder Dr. 
Mona West. Mona is a bible scholar and spiritual director, 
former pastor and denominational leader, and remains a 
consultant for and favorite guest preacher at Sunshine 
Cathedral.
  

Remember – Text To Give: 954.399.7333
Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

Cash App - $SunshineCathedral
 
DIAL-A-PRAYER - You can hear a prayer by dialing 
954.462.2004 (press 6). A new prayer is recorded each 
week. 
 
NEED PRAYER? – send your prayer request to prayer@
sunshinecathedral.org
 
SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL REMAINS A 7 DAY A WEEK 
CHURCH – You can pray, learn, and/or worship with 
Sunshine Cathedral every day of the week.
 
Sunday at 10:30 am – Full worship experience: music, 
sermon, even Holy Communion (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page and Sunshine Cathedral You Tube channel)
 
Sunday at 5 pm – Virtual worship experience in Second 
Life (SecondLife.com)
 
Monday at Noon – Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Monday at 6 pm – Christians & Cocktails (religious 
discussion on Sunshine Cathedral Facebook page)
 
Tuesday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Wednesday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Wednesday at 6 pm – Share in the Chair (interviews with 
religious leaders on Sunshine Cathedral Facebook page)
 

Thursday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Thursday at 6:30 pm – A Course in Miracles (via Zoom, 
ask for details)
 
Friday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Saturday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Saturday at 12:30 pm - Just A Thought with Cindy & Durrell 
(Sunshine Cathedral Facebook page)
   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SUNSHINE 
CATHEDRAL - Please remain committed to your financial 
support of the church. You can mail your contributions, 
you give online via the website SunshineCathedral.
org, you can Text to Give, or you can use Venmo (@
sunshinecathedral) or Cash App ($sunshinecathedral). We 
continue to provide religious programming seven days per 
week, our Food Sharing ministry is still in operation, and 
there are significant costs involved in our Sunday worship 
broadcasts. Your faithful support means we can continue 
to support you and the larger community. Your gifts are 
appreciated and put to good use. 
 

SPIRITUAL HEROES FOR THE WEEK: 
May 17: Blessed Josephine Bakhita (1869-1947)—Ex-
slave and nun. Born in the African nation of Sudan, at the 
age of nine Bakhita was kidnapped and sold into slavery. 
Eventually she was bought by a family who took her back 
to Italy. Upon hearing the gospel she understood that God 
meant for her to be free. She went to court to gain her 
freedom, and then discovered that slavery was illegal in 
Italy! She was then baptized and took religious vows as a 
nun. She spent her life serving others, and became famous 
for her quiet faith.
 
May 20: Tehilla Lichtenstein (1893 – 1973) – co-founder 
with her husband, Morris, of theSociety for Jewish Science 
(a metaphysical interpretation and application of Judaism). 
She was born in Jerusalem and immigrated to the U.S. 
when she was eleven. After her husband, a rabbi, died, 
Tehilla took over the leadership of the Society for Jewish 
Science, making her the first Jewish woman in the U.S. 
with her own pulpit, even though she was never ordained 
a rabbi.
 
May 22: Rabbi Baal Shem Tov (1700-1760)—Founder of 
Hasidism. He proclaimed a mysticism of the everyday. 
In each task and moment there is a spark of the divine 
holiness of God. The spirit in which one lives is more 
important than following a set of laws. Although most were
murdered by the Nazis, vibrant Hasidic communities thrive 
today in Israel and the US.
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Sunshine Cathedral Online Schedule
Sunday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 10:30AM/EDT - Sunday Worship

Monday - Friday: Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live - Noon/EDT - Midday Prayers

Monday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT - Christians & Cocktails

Wednesday - Sunshine Cathedral Share in the  Chair Facebook Live - 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT

Saturday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live - 12:30 PM/EDT - Just A Thought with Cindy & Durrell

Join us for our next Sunshine Cathedral Membership 
Class via Zoom on Saturday 23 May from 10:30 - Noon/
EDT.

Please contact our Director of Lay and Volunteer Ministry, 
Rev Kevin Tisdol at Kevin@SunshineCathedral.net to 
RSVP for the Orientation and to receive the Zoom link. 
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Silent HelperS prayer MiniStry
Please hold these in the power of loving prayer:

 
REMEMBER: Prayer Cards available at Prayer Box in 
Cathedral Narthex  (drop them in offering plate or give them to 
a robed minister). Prayers can also be submitted via Sunshine 
Cathedral.org or by emailing any SC clergyperson. You can 
hear a prayer at anytime by calling 954.462.2004 (press 6)

Centering Thought: "Here and now, we are surrounded by, 
and immersed in, an Infinite Good." Ernest Holmes

We pray for the following ~ Jim; Arianna; Soll; Tom; Denise; 
Steven; Richard; Olivia; TA; SW; Raven; Lue; Elo; Adrian 
(of blessed memory); Alene & Kathy; Gregory G.; Khadijah; 
Anita; Ritchie; Al; Josie; NP; Misty; DL; Steve; Ron (of blessed 
memory); Karyn; those in nursing care and assisted living 
facilities; LaNora; a premature baby; CJ; Barbara; Jeff H.; 
Mark F.; Sam; Jan and Peaches; Eileen; Jean Pierre; Lloyd 
& Sharon; Navajo elders; James; Mandy; Shawna; Jacob & 
Debbie; Laura; Allecia; Kevin; Lara's cat; Brian L. & family; 
Junior; Sef's co-worker; Bonnie; medical practitioners; children 
detained at the U.S. border; Ann & Deb; Carol & Richard B.; 
Scott A.; Gloria; Grace; Emma; Peggy; Troy P.; Global Justice 
Institute; the Sunshine Cathedral;    
 
Let us pray:  May the God of our ancestors, of our spiritual 
heroes, of our sacred stories, of all life and love and hope 
bless us and all who are dear to us. May blessings of health 
come to those for whom we pray. May blessings of wisdom 
touch every life. May blessings of joy flood our lives. May we 
expect, accept, trust, and be grateful for divine blessings. 
Amen.

REMEMBER: You can hear a prayer at anytime by calling 
954.462.2004 (press 6)

supports community projects that serve 
the LGBT community in a number of 
different  elds:

OUR FUND FOUNDATION 

HIV/AIDS
ARTS & CULTURE
SOCIAL JUSTICE

YOUTH
ELDERS
WOMEN
TRANSGENDER

Contact us to make sure 
that your will or estate 
plan strengthens the 
community and causes 
that are most important 
to you.

Our Fund Foundation supports

The Sunshine Cathedral

To learn more about 
how you can support 
Our Fund’s mission 
to support agencies 
advancing LGBT 
causes in South 
FFlorida, visit us at 

www.Our-Fund.org 
or call us at 

(954) 565-1090
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Our Cathedral Garden Team is in need of your help. If 
you have some time to volunteer please contact Casey 
at joecasey@hotmail.com
They are looking for:
- Volunteers ANYTIME not just Saturday mornings
- Need help with weeding and trimming.
- Donations for landscape projects.
- Need help to rebuild the walkway in the Prayer 
Garden.

text to Give  
Text to Give; 

it’s easy. Just 
text 954.399.7333 and 
in the message put 
in the amount you 
wish to give. You will 
immediately be sent a 
link for you to set up 
your secure Text to 
Give account. Once you fill it out, your donation will be 
processed. 

Financial Data Snapshot from 10 May

 Weekly Generosity Income Needed $13,923.00
Generosity Income Received $7,865.38

Our Abundance and/or (Need) ($6,057.62)

Per Capita Giving $50.92

Worship Services 34
Online Virtual Resourcing 111,226

Detailed information located on the Cathedral website.

Sunshine Cathedral Financial Information
Donating to 

Sunshine Cathedral just got easier

Venmo or CashApp

Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

CashApp - $SunshineCathedral
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The Cathedral Staff

Two Sunday morning services
9:00am (ASL interpreted) 10:30am

Sunday 5:00pm in Second Life

1480 SW 9th Ave
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

954.462.2004

www.sunshinecathedral.org

Monthly Collection Programs
1st Sunday - Loaves & Fishes: Food Collection

3rd Sunday - Clothing Collection 
(For BG Hospital & Homeless)

Due to limited storage space, please bring items on 
designated Sundays only.

Sunshine Cathedral is not liable for any vehicle incident, including 
acts of nature, while attending any events.

1480 SW 9th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315

954.462.2004
www.sunshinecathedral.org 

Executive Leadership Team
Rev. Durrell Watkins, DMin, Senior Minister

Rev. Robert Griffin, DMin, Executive Minister
Rev. Anne Atwell, DMin, Minister of Connections

Rev. Ty Bradley, Social Justice Minister
Rev. Kevin Tisdol, Director of Lay & Volunteer Ministries
Mrs. Sara Burns, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Vocalist

Ms. Barbara Ramcharitar, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Organist

Artists-in-Residence
Tara Sperry, Vocalist
Paul Phillips, Bassist

Teresa Flores, Percussionist
Gary Lane, Assistant Organist
Cheryl Barth, Assistant Pianist

Sam Miller, Videographer
Phil McChesney, Handbell Director

Facilities
Kurt Litzenberger, Facilities Manager

Support Ministries Leaders
Rev. BK Hipsher, DMin, Virtual Church Chaplain 
Rev. Kurt Krieger, Seasonal Members Chaplain

Rev. Marian Cavagnaro, Hospice Chaplain
Rev. Ren Bell, Hospice Chaplain

Rev. Lynda Pantoja, Interfaith Spirituality 
Rev. Margarita Rodriguez, Minister of Spiritual Companionship

Rev. Nancy Davis, DD, A Course in Miracles
Deacon Ed Huckemeyer, DD, Diaconal Minister of Pastoral Care

Deacon Jean Johnson, Community Chaplain
Deacon Lydya Chapman, Women’s Ministries

Deacon Michael Karban, Diaconal Minister of the Chancel 
Deacon Sue Gallagher, EdD, Teaching Associate 

Peggy Brereton, Usher Team Leader
Trevor Stewart, Bookkeeper

Consultant
Rev. Elder Don Eastman, Systems & Leadership

Officers of Sunshine Cathedral Board of Directors
Dennis McWilliams-Ramos, Chair; Rev. Dr. Durrell Watkins, Vice-Chair; 

Melody Fiore, Treasurer, Mary Fedoration, Secretary
BOD@sunshinecathedral.net

Chair of Sunshine Cathedral Foundation
Phil McChesney

Info@SunFound.net

Join the Sunshine Cathedral Summer Club

Goal: $15,000.00

All funds go to support the ministry of the  Sunshine 
Cathedral.


