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Sunshine Cathedral Sunday Morning
A Positive Worship Experience

At the Largest Progressive Queer Church in the World

Service of Gathering 

Today’s Theme
What We Have to Give

Announcements & Welcome

2020 Year of Spiritual Growth                                                                   April 26th 2020

Please rise as you are able. 
Opening Affirmation          

Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the past 
is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

Service of Praise

Opening Prayer 

May the glory and the promise of this joyous time of year
bring peace and happiness to us and those we hold most dear.
And may Christ, our Risen Savior, always be there by our side
to bless us most abundantly and be our loving guide.

Rise and Be Healed

Rise and be healed in the name of Jesus 
– let faith arise in your soul!

Rise and be healed in the name of Jesus 
– God has made you completely whole.

 
Has fear and doubt come against your mind? 

Has your faith been sorely tried?
Lift up your heart – here cometh your help! 

It is the Lord who is on your side.
 

Rise and be healed in the name of Jesus 
– let faith arise in your soul!

Rise and be healed in the name of Jesus 
– God has made you completely whole.

 
If by faith you reach out to God, 
grace will meet your every need;

God will respond to the cry of your heart, 
God will touch you and set you free.

 
Rise and be healed in the name of Jesus 

– let faith arise in your soul!
Rise and be healed in the name of Jesus 
– God has made you completely whole.

The Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
     Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

 O Day of Light and Gladness

O Dawn of life eternal, to thee our hearts upraise 
the Easter song of gladness, the Passover of praise. 

Thine are the many mansions, the dead die not to thee, 
who fillest from thy fullness time and eternity.

Please be seated



 2 

Service of Proclamation

The Wisdom of Khalil Gibran 
“Generosity is giving more than you can, and pride is 

taking less than you need.”

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

The Wisdom of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
“Give what you have. To someone, it may be better 

than you dare to think.”

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Response
Now the Green Blade Riseth

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain.
Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Loves touch can call us back to life again,

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 3.1-10) 
One afternoon Peter and John were on their way to the 

Temple for the three o’clock hour of prayer. A man who 
had been disabled from birth was being carried along in 
the crowd, for it was the daily practice to put him down 
at what was known as the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, 
so that he could beg from the people as they went in. As 
this man saw Peter and John just about to enter he asked 
them to give him something. Peter looked intently at the 
man and so did John. Then Peter said, “Look straight at 
us!” The man looked at them expectantly, hoping that they 
would give him something. “If you are expecting silver or 
gold,” Peter said to him, “I have neither, but what I have 
I will certainly give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk!” Then he took him by the right hand and 
helped him up. At once his feet and ankle bones were 
strengthened, and he positively jumped to his feet, stood, 
and then walked. Then he went with them into the Temple, 
where he walked about, leaping and thanking God. 
Everyone noticed him as he walked and praised God and 
recognized him as the same beggar who used to sit at the 
Beautiful Gate, and they were all overcome with wonder 
and sheer astonishment at what had happened to him.

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Prayer:  God let us dare to give what we can, with love 
and joy, trusting you to use our gifts for the greatest 
possible good. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Anthem                                      The Human Heart
By Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty

Performed By Sara Burns

Homily              Rev Dr Durrell Watkins, Senior Minister

Song of Reponse 
Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Faith
God is my help in every need;

God does my every hunger feed;
God walks beside me, guides my way

Through every moment of the day.

I now am wise, I now am true.
Patient, kind, and loving, too.

All things I am, can do, and be,
Through Christ, the Truth that is in me.

Pastoral Prayer

Sign of Peace
Good To Be Alive

I think I finally found my hallelujah
I've been waiting for this moment all my life
Now all my dreams are coming true, yeah

I've been waiting for this moment
Feels good to be alive right about now

 
Good, good, good

Good to be alive right about now
Good, good, good

Good to be alive right about now
 

Hallelujah, let that bass line move ya
Say hey

And it's good to be alive right about now
 

I almost can-, cannot handle it (Hey)
I could get u-, could get used to this (Hey)

I almost can-, cannot handle it (Hey)
I could get u-, could get used to this

 
I think I finally found my

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah,
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah

Feels good to be alive right about now
 

Good, good, good
Good to be alive right about now

Good, good, good
Good to be alive right about now

Hallelujah, let that bass line move ya
Say hey

And it's good to be alive right about now
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Service of Sacraments
Sacrament of Sharing (Tithes & Offerings)

Stewardship Thought

“Giving a tenth of your…income to God’s good 
work…is one of the surest ways to verify within your 
own consciousness that God is the source of your 
supply, and to establish a link with that supply itself.” 
Rev. John W. Adams

Offering Prayer: We give as giving unto God. May God 
bless every gift and every giver. Amen. 

Offering Music                                  Fairest Lord Jesus
Arranged By Mark Hayes and Marvin Gospard

Performed By Barbara Ramcharitar

Doxology                                                   Rise as you are able.
Old 100th

Praise God the Love we all may share;
Praise God the Beauty everywhere.
Praise God the Hope of good to be;

Praise God the Truth that sets us free. Amen.

Sacrament of Hospitality

Eucharistic Intentions

We Remember 

Alex Ramos-Vargas 04/26/1990
Pauline Richardson 04/26/1998
Griff Pitts 04/27/2003
Barbara Gillenwater 04/27/2006
Phil Cappetta 04/28/1990
Randy Sellmann 04/30/1998
William Smith 04/30/1998

Frank Troina 04/30/2005
Gregg Gustafson 05/01/1994
Dean DiFiore 05/01/1996
Robert Rodd 05/01/1999
Harry Hinman 05/01/2014
Ron Bulpin 05/02/1988

Lord, Thy Glory Fills the Heaven

Lord, Thy glory fills the heaven;
Earth is with its fullness stored;

Unto Thee be glory given,
Holy, holy, holy Lord.

Heaven is now with anthems ringing,
Earth takes up the angels’ cry;

Holy! holy! holy! singing,
Lord of hosts, Thou Lord most high!

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                   
Minister: Let us affirm our gospel faith.
Congregation: I believe in God, the Good, and in the 
message and mission of God’s anointed prophet, 
Jesus the Wayshower, who was born of Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was executed for empowering the 
powerless and restoring the dignity of the marginalized, 
and yet he lives in our hearts and ministry. I believe in 
the omnipresent power of divine Love, in the Blessed 
Community,in the sacred value of all people, and in life 
without end. Amen.

Minister: Mother-Father God, we affirm blessings for all 
who are on the Cathedral’s prayer list and for all who 
are on our hearts. We trust you to lead, guide, and direct 
each of us in the ways of happiness, well-being, and 
right action. We pray for those who hold authority in the 
nations of the world that they may be guided by wisdom 
and motivated by a love of justice and peace. We pray 
for our departed loved ones, (+) let light perpetual shine 
upon them. And with people all over the world we pray,
Congregation: May peace prevail on earth!

Minister: These prayers we offer in the spirit, name, and 
nature of Jesus the Christ, whose own prayer we now 
sing:

Model Prayer 
Creator which art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. 
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And leave us not in 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-
dom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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The Lord’s Supper 

Clergy - On the night you were betrayed you took the bread. After 
giving thanks you broke it and said, "This is my body, open to 
you, and when you eat this, remember me."
  
Congregation - This is my body, open to you, and when you eat 
this remember me.
  
  
Clergy - On the night you were betrayed you held the cup. After 
giving thanks you lifted it up, "This is my love, poured out for you, 
and as you drink this remember me."
  
Congregation - This is my love, poured out for you, and as you 
drink this remember me.
  
Clergy - So we thank you for the cup and for the bread; we recall 
the love you gave and the hope that you spread.
  
Congregation - And we remember, O heavenly Dove, Christ's 
deep compassion, and tender love. (x2)

Invitation to Communion

These are the gifts of God for all the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Communion is Shared

Final Communion Song

Heal Our Land

Heal our land, Spirit heal our land;
Hear our cry and turn our nation back to you.

Lord, heal our land, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our land;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.

Heal our world, Spirit heal our world;
Hear our cry and turn our nations back to you.

Lord, heal our world, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our world;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Protection

The light of God surrounds us; the love of God enfolds us.
The power of God protects us; the presence of God 
watches over us. Wherever we are, God is.

Benediction

Recessional Song                                

This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine;
this little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

Everywhere I go,
I'm gonna let it shine;

everywhere I go,
I'm gonna let it shine.

Everywhere I go,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

All throughout the night,
I'm gonna let it shine;

all throughout the night,
I'm gonna let it shine.

All throughout the night,
I'm gonna let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine;
this little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

Sending Forth
Our worship has ended.  Let our service begin!
 Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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Sunshine Cathedral CCLI# 11274929

Sunshine Cathedral Food Pantry 
is open

Every Wednesday from 
11AM – 2PM or by appointment

No ID required. No 
income verification.

No questions. No 
judgment.

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment, please 
contact Rev. Anne
954-462-2004 ext. 208

To make a donation to the Sunshine Cathedral 
Food Sharing Program, check out our website 
sunshinecathedral.org and click on the Food 
Sharing tab.

Prayer Garden Remembrance Brick

The Prayer Garden 
with Remembrance 
Brick is located directly 
b e h i n d  t h e  W a l t 
Lawrence & Stephen 
L e w i s  C e n t e r  f o r 
Worship and the Art.

The Prayer Garden 
is beautifully maintained 
b y  o u r  w o n d e r f u l 
volunteers that make up 
the Garden Team. They 
are generally on the 
campus each Saturday 
morning doing various 
work to maintain the 
Prayer Garden so that 
it is always accessible 
and attract ive year 
round. 

There are benches located in the Prayer Garden 
for those who wish to spend a little extra time.
If you would like to dedicate an engraved brick in 
memory of someone, of if you have any questions 
or would like to place an order please contact Kevin 
Tisdol by email at Kevin@sunshinecathedral.org.

The donation to have an engraved brick placed in 
the Prayer Garden is $100.00 per brick.
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SunBurst NewsSunBurst News
SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL REMAINS A 7 DAY A WEEK 
CHURCH – You can pray, learn, and/or worship with 
Sunshine Cathedral every day of the week.
 
Sunday at 10:30 am – Full worship experience: music, 
sermon, even Holy Communion (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page and Sunshine Cathedral You Tube channel)
 
Sunday at 5 pm – Virtual worship experience in Second 
Life (SecondLife.com)
 
Monday at Noon – Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Monday at 6 pm – Christians & Cocktails (religious 
discussion on Sunshine Cathedral Facebook page)
 
Tuesday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Wednesday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Wednesday at 6 pm – Share in the Chair (interviews with 
religious leaders on Sunshine Cathedral Facebook page)
 
Thursday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)

Thursday at 6:30pm - A Course in Miracles via "Zoom" 
- Contact Rev Margarita Rodriguez at Margarita@
SunshineCathedral.net 
 
Friday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
 
Saturday at Noon - Midday Prayer (Sunshine Cathedral 
Facebook page)
  
DIAL-A-PRAYER - You can hear a prayer by dialing 
954.462.2004 (press 6). A new prayer is recorded each 
week. 
 
NEED PRAYER? – send your prayer request to prayer@
sunshinecathedral.org
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SUNSHINE 
CATHEDRAL - Please remain committed to your financial 
support of the church. You can mail your contributions, 
you give online via the website SunshineCathedral.
org, you can Text to Give, or you can use Venmo (@
sunshinecathedral) or Cash App ($sunshinecathedral). We 
continue to provide religious programming seven days per 
week, our Food Sharing ministry is still in operation, and 
there are significant costs involved in our Sunday worship 
broadcasts. Your faithful support means we can continue 

to support you and the larger community. Your gifts are 
appreciated and put to good use.
 
SHARE IN THE CHAIR GUEST – This week’s special 
guest for Share in the Chair will be Rev. Terri Steed-Pierce, 
senior pastor Metropolitan Community Church of Orlando.
 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE – We are not gathering for 
worship inside the worship center. Only the people required 
to broadcast the service will be in the worship center. Our 
worship for a few weeks is, by necessity, “virtual.” Watch 
us live on Facebook at 10:30 am on Sundays. Have bread 
or crackers on hand so that you can receive communion in 
real time. Also, remember to give your offering online, by 
text, or using Venmo (@sunshinecathedral) or Cash App 
($sunshinecathedral). 

Remember – Text To Give: 954.399.7333
Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

Cash App - $SunshineCathedral
 
SPIRITUAL HEROES FOR THE WEEK: 
April 27: Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 – 1882) - 
American essayist, philosopher, poet, and leader of the 
Transcendentalist movement in the early 19th century. His 
teachings directly influenced the growing New Thought 
movement of the mid-1800s. Emerson wisely noted, “A 
person will worship something, have no doubt about 
that. We may think our tribute is paid in secret in the dark 
recesses of our hearts, but it will come out. That which 
dominates our imaginations and our thoughts will determine 
our lives, and our character. Therefore, it behooves us to be 
careful what we worship, for what we are worshipping, we 
are becoming.” Referring to divine unity and omnipresence, 
Emerson wrote, “the currents of the Universal Being 
circulate through me; I am part and parcel of God.”
 
April 28: Oskar Schindler (1908-1974)—“Righteous 
Gentile.” Schindler was a German industrialist who made a 
fortune on the labor of Jews in his factory. Although raised 
as a Catholic, he was not religious. For reasons which 
have never been clear, and at great personal risk, he used 
his power and influence to save the lives of 1,100 men, 
women, and children during WW2. At the end of the war 
he was impoverished. Today he is buried in Jerusalem at 
Yad Vashem (Holocaust Memorial) among the “Righteous 
Gentiles.”
 
April 29: St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380)—Doctor of 
the Church. An Italian mystic, teacher, and nun, Catherine 
devoted herself to serving the poor and sick around her. 
She experienced ecstatic visions and was believed to have 
received the sign of the stigmata.
 
April 30: Pseudo-Dionysius (5th or 6th century) – mystical 
theologian who influenced later mystics, theologians, 
and philosophers. He understanding “god-talk” to always 
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Sunshine Cathedral Online Schedule
Sunday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 10:30AM/EDT - Sunday Worship

Monday - Friday: Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live - Noon/EDT - Midday Prayers

Monday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT - Christians & Cocktails

Wednesday - Sunshine Cathedral Share in the  Chair Facebook Live - 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT

be symbolic, that is, divineTranscendence necessitates 
speaking of the Divine in symbols, but whatever we say 
about God must fall short of all that God is. He believed 
“evil” is temporary and has no real substance to it.
 
May 1: St. Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)—Priest. 
Thomas was a simple Augustinian monk whose life is not 
remembered so much as his writings. His best known work 
on the spiritual life is The Imitation of Christ, a classic that 
has been influential among both Protestants and Catholics. 
He emphasized that our actions are far more important than 
our knowledge: “At the Day of Judgment we shall not be 
askedwhat we have read, but what we have done.”
 
May 3: Apostle Philip – chosen by Jesus, the Apostle Philip 
should not be confused with Philip the Deacon.
 
May 4: David S. Alkins (1922 – 2015) – was an Episcopal 
priest (graduate of both New England Conservatory of 
Music and Berkeley Divinity School at Yale University) 
who served parishes in Texas and Washington state as 
well as working with various non-profit agencies. In 1979 
he became the Dean of Brooks Divinity School (named for 
Nona Brooks, it was a Divine Science ministry school in 
Denver) and received an honorary doctorate in 1987. His 
two small publications were “Bridge Builders of Truth” and
Jesus the Way Shower.
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Silent HelperS prayer MiniStry
Please hold these in the power of loving prayer:

 
REMEMBER: Prayer Cards available at Prayer Box in 
Cathedral Narthex  (drop them in offering plate or give them to 
a robed minister). Prayers can also be submitted via Sunshine 
Cathedral.org or by emailing any SC clergyperson. You can 
hear a prayer at anytime by calling 954.462.2004 (press 6)

Centering Thought
"Ask the blessing of God upon all your labors, and everything 
that you engage in." Joseph Smith

We pray for the following ~ Ronnie (of blessed memory); 
James; Marion; TW; JB; RP; Barbara; Mari; Justin C.; Matthew; 
Patty W.; Alba; Devon; Reggie & Phyllis; Elizabeth; Terri; 
JMCC; Mary; Anita; Karyn; Josie; Lue L.; Larry & Kees; CJ; TL; 
LaNora & family; Trish; Elliot; Galbraith; TA; a premature baby; 
Tyrone; Jim; Arianna; Soll; medical practitioners; Tom; children 
detained at the U.S. border; Ann & Deb; Carol & Richard B.; 
Scott A.; Gloria; Grace; Emma; Peggy; Troy P.; Global Justice 
Institute; the Sunshine Cathedral;     

Let us pray: Pour forth many blessings, O God, into the lives 
of these we hold in prayer. Bless all who are dear to us. Bless 
the whole world. Amen. 

REMEMBER: You can hear a prayer at anytime by calling 
954.462.2004 (press 6)

supports community projects that serve 
the LGBT community in a number of 
different  elds:

OUR FUND FOUNDATION 

HIV/AIDS
ARTS & CULTURE
SOCIAL JUSTICE

YOUTH
ELDERS
WOMEN
TRANSGENDER

Contact us to make sure 
that your will or estate 
plan strengthens the 
community and causes 
that are most important 
to you.

Our Fund Foundation supports

The Sunshine Cathedral

To learn more about 
how you can support 
Our Fund’s mission 
to support agencies 
advancing LGBT 
causes in South 
FFlorida, visit us at 

www.Our-Fund.org 
or call us at 

(954) 565-1090
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Our Cathedral Garden Team is in need of your help. If 
you have some time to volunteer please contact Casey 
at joecasey@hotmail.com
They are looking for:
- Volunteers ANYTIME not just Saturday mornings
- Need help with weeding and trimming.
- Donations for landscape projects.
- Need help to rebuild the walkway in the Prayer 
Garden.

text to Give  
Text to Give; 

it’s easy. Just 
text 954.399.7333 and 
in the message put 
in the amount you 
wish to give. You will 
immediately be sent a 
link for you to set up 
your secure Text to 
Give account. Once you fill it out, your donation will be 
processed. 

Financial Data Snapshot from 19 April

 Weekly Generosity Income Needed $13,923.00
Generosity Income Received $34,683.15

Our Abundance and/or (Need) $20,760.15

Per Capita Giving $56.87

Worship Services 30
Online Virtual Resourcing 120,808

Detailed information located on the Cathedral website.

Sunshine Cathedral Financial Information
Donating to 

Sunshine Cathedral just got easier

Venmo or CashApp

Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

CashApp - $SunshineCathedral
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The Cathedral Staff

Two Sunday morning services
9:00am (ASL interpreted) 10:30am

Sunday 5:00pm in Second Life

1480 SW 9th Ave
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

954.462.2004

www.sunshinecathedral.org

Monthly Collection Programs
1st Sunday - Loaves & Fishes: Food Collection

3rd Sunday - Clothing Collection 
(For BG Hospital & Homeless)

Due to limited storage space, please bring items on 
designated Sundays only.

Sunshine Cathedral is not liable for any vehicle incident, including 
acts of nature, while attending any events.

1480 SW 9th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315

954.462.2004
www.sunshinecathedral.org 

Executive Leadership Team
Rev. Durrell Watkins, DMin, Senior Minister

Rev. Robert Griffin, DMin, Executive Minister
Rev. Anne Atwell, DMin, Minister of Connections

Rev. Ty Bradley, Social Justice Minister
Rev. Kevin Tisdol, Director of Lay & Volunteer Ministries
Mrs. Sara Burns, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Vocalist

Ms. Barbara Ramcharitar, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Organist

Artists-in-Residence
Tara Sperry, Vocalist
Paul Phillips, Bassist

Teresa Flores, Percussionist
Gary Lane, Assistant Organist
Cheryl Barth, Assistant Pianist

Sam Miller, Videographer
Phil McChesney, Handbell Director

Facilities
Kurt Litzenberger, Facilities Manager

Support Ministries Leaders
Rev. BK Hipsher, DMin, Virtual Church Chaplain 
Rev. Kurt Krieger, Seasonal Members Chaplain

Rev. Marian Cavagnaro, Hospice Chaplain
Rev. Ren Bell, Hospice Chaplain

Rev. Lynda Pantoja, Interfaith Spirituality 
Rev. Margarita Rodriguez, Minister of Spiritual Companionship

Rev. Nancy Davis, DD, A Course in Miracles
Deacon Ed Huckemeyer, DD, Diaconal Minister of Pastoral Care

Deacon Jean Johnson, Community Chaplain
Deacon Lydya Chapman, Women’s Ministries

Deacon Michael Karban, Diaconal Minister of the Chancel 
Deacon Sue Gallagher, EdD, Teaching Associate 

Peggy Brereton, Usher Team Leader
Trevor Stewart, Bookkeeper

Consultant
Rev. Elder Don Eastman, Systems & Leadership

Officers of Sunshine Cathedral Board of Directors
Dennis McWilliams-Ramos, Chair; Rev. Dr. Durrell Watkins, Vice-Chair; 

Melody Fiore, Treasurer, Mary Fedoration, Secretary
BOD@sunshinecathedral.net

Chair of Sunshine Cathedral Foundation
Phil McChesney

Info@SunFound.net


