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Sunshine Cathedral Sunday Morning
A Positive Worship Experience

At the Largest Progressive Queer Church in the World

Service of Gathering 

Today’s Theme
Christ’s Witnesses

Announcements & Welcome

2020 Year of Spiritual Growth                                                                   April 19th 2020

Please rise as you are able. 
Opening Affirmation          

Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the past 
is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

Service of Praise

Opening Prayer 

May the glory and the promise of this joyous time of year
bring peace and happiness to us and those we hold most dear.
And may Christ, our Risen Savior, always be there by our side
to bless us most abundantly and be our loving guide.

I Love to Tell the Story  

I love to tell the story of unseen things above.
Of Jesus’ radiant glory, of Jesus’ endless love.
I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.
I love to tell the story; and when I am in glory
I’ll tell the old, old story, of Jesus’ endless love.
 
I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems
than all the golden vision of all our golden dreams.
I love to tell the story, I tell it now to you
because I want to share it, because I know it’s true.
I love to tell the story; and when I am in glory
I’ll tell the old, old story, of Jesus’ endless love.
 
I love to tell the story; it’s pleasant to repeat
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet.
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
The song of liberation from God’s own holy word.
I love to tell the story; and when I am in glory
I’ll tell the old, old story, of Jesus’ endless love.
 
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it, like the rest.
And when I sing in glory, I know the new, new song
will be the old, old story that I have loved so long.
I love to tell the story; and when I am in glory
I’ll tell the old, old story, of Jesus’ endless love.

The Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
     Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

 O Day of Light and Gladness

O Dawn of life eternal, to thee our hearts upraise 
the Easter song of gladness, the Passover of praise. 
Thine are the many mansions, the dead die not to thee, 
who fillest from thy fullness time and eternity.

Please be seated
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Service of Proclamation

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1.1-5) 
Dear Theophilus: The first book I wrote was about 

everything Jesus did and taught from the beginning until 
the day he was carried up into heaven. Before he went, 
he talked to the apostles he had chosen. With the help of 
the holy Spirit, he told them what they should do. This was 
after his death, but he showed them that he was alive…
The apostles saw Jesus many times during the 40 days 
after he was raised from death. He spoke to them about 
God’s realm. One time when Jesus was eating with them, 
he told them not to leave Jerusalem. He said, “Wait here 
until you receive what God promised to send. Remember, 
I told you about it before. John baptized people with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the holy Spirit.”

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Response
Now the Green Blade Riseth

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain.
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Loves touch can call us back to life again,

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

The story continues (Acts 1.9-14): 
After Jesus said this, he was lifted up into the sky. 

While they were watching, he went into a cloud, and 
they could not see him. They were staring into the sky 
where he had gone. Suddenly two men wearing white 
clothes were standing beside them. They said, “People of 
Galilee, why are you standing here looking into the sky? 
You saw Jesus carried away from you into heaven. He 
will come back in the same way you saw him go.” Then 
the apostles went back to Jerusalem from the Mount of 
Olives. This mountain is about a half mile from Jerusalem. 
When they entered the city, they went to the upstairs 
room where they were staying. These are the ones who 
were there: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, the other, Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas Thaddeus. The apostles were all together. They 
were constantly praying with the same purpose. Some 
women, Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers were 
there with the apostles.

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
 Thanks be to God.

Prayer:  May our witness of divine love and grace bring 
hope and healing to our world. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Anthem                     But the World Goes 'Round
By John Kander and Fred Ebb

Performed By Tara Sperry

Homily              Rev Dr Durrell Watkins, Senior Minister

Song of Reponse 
Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Faith
God is my help in every need;

God does my every hunger feed;
God walks beside me, guides my way

Through every moment of the day.

I now am wise, I now am true.
Patient, kind, and loving, too.

All things I am, can do, and be,
Through Christ, the Truth that is in me.

Pastoral Prayer

Sign of Peace
Good To Be Alive

I think I finally found my hallelujah
I've been waiting for this moment all my life
Now all my dreams are coming true, yeah

I've been waiting for this moment
Feels good to be alive right about now

 
Good, good, good

Good to be alive right about now
Good, good, good

Good to be alive right about now
 

Hallelujah, let that bass line move ya
Say hey

And it's good to be alive right about now
 

I almost can-, cannot handle it (Hey)
I could get u-, could get used to this (Hey)

I almost can-, cannot handle it (Hey)
I could get u-, could get used to this

 
I think I finally found my

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah,
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah

Feels good to be alive right about now
 

Good, good, good
Good to be alive right about now

Good, good, good
Good to be alive right about now

Hallelujah, let that bass line move ya
Say hey

And it's good to be alive right about now
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Service of Sacraments
Sacrament of Sharing (Tithes & Offerings)

Stewardship Thought

“The habit of giving only enhances the desire to 
give.” Walt Whitman

Offering Prayer: We give as giving unto God. May God 
bless every gift and every giver. Amen. 

Offering Music                                You'll Never Walk Alone
By Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein
Arranged and Performed By Edwin Neimann

Doxology                                                   Rise as you are able.
Old 100th

Praise God the Love we all may share;
Praise God the Beauty everywhere.
Praise God the Hope of good to be;

Praise God the Truth that sets us free. Amen.

Sacrament of Hospitality

Eucharistic Intentions

We Remember 

Arthur Green 04/19/1993
Loyd Fraim 04/19/2005
Victor Houck 04/21/1994
Rex Owens 04/23/1997
Peter Lakomski 04/23/1998
Alain Larue 04/23/1999

Brian Like 04/23/1999
Carlos Diaz 04/23/2002
Carolyn Grace King 04/24/2006
Ken Sasser 04/24/2017
Andree Fortin 04/25/2004

Lord, Thy Glory Fills the Heaven

Lord, Thy glory fills the heaven;
Earth is with its fullness stored;

Unto Thee be glory given,
Holy, holy, holy Lord.

Heaven is now with anthems ringing,
Earth takes up the angels’ cry;

Holy! holy! holy! singing,
Lord of hosts, Thou Lord most high!

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                   
Minister: Let us affirm our gospel faith.
Congregation: I believe in God, the Good, and in the 
message and mission of God’s anointed prophet, 
Jesus the Wayshower, who was born of Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was executed for empowering the 
powerless and restoring the dignity of the marginalized, 
and yet he lives in our hearts and ministry. I believe in 
the omnipresent power of divine Love, in the Blessed 
Community,in the sacred value of all people, and in life 
without end. Amen.

Minister: Mother-Father God, we affirm blessings for all 
who are on the Cathedral’s prayer list and for all who 
are on our hearts. We trust you to lead, guide, and direct 
each of us in the ways of happiness, well-being, and 
right action. We pray for those who hold authority in the 
nations of the world that they may be guided by wisdom 
and motivated by a love of justice and peace. We pray 
for our departed loved ones, (+) let light perpetual shine 
upon them. And with people all over the world we pray,
Congregation: May peace prevail on earth!

Minister: These prayers we offer in the spirit, name, and 
nature of Jesus the Christ, whose own prayer we now 
sing:

Model Prayer 
Creator which art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. 
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And leave us not in 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-
dom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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The Lord’s Supper 

Clergy - On the night you were betrayed you took the bread. After 
giving thanks you broke it and said, "This is my body, open to 
you, and when you eat this, remember me."
  
Congregation - This is my body, open to you, and when you eat 
this remember me.
  
  
Clergy - On the night you were betrayed you held the cup. After 
giving thanks you lifted it up, "This is my love, poured out for you, 
and as you drink this remember me."
  
Congregation - This is my love, poured out for you, and as you 
drink this remember me.
  
Clergy - So we thank you for the cup and for the bread; we recall 
the love you gave and the hope that you spread.
  
Congregation - And we remember, O heavenly Dove, Christ's 
deep compassion, and tender love. (x2)

Invitation to Communion

These are the gifts of God for all the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Communion is Shared

Final Communion Song

Heal Our Land

Heal our land, Spirit heal our land;
Hear our cry and turn our nation back to you.

Lord, heal our land, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our land;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken land.

Heal our world, Spirit heal our world;
Hear our cry and turn our nations back to you.

Lord, heal our world, hear us, O Lord, 
and heal our world;

Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.
Receive our prayer and heal our broken world.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Please rise as you are able.

The Prayer of Protection

The light of God surrounds us; the love of God enfolds us.
The power of God protects us; the presence of God 
watches over us. Wherever we are, God is.

Benediction

Recessional Song                                

This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine;
this little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

Everywhere I go,
I'm gonna let it shine;

everywhere I go,
I'm gonna let it shine.

Everywhere I go,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

All throughout the night,
I'm gonna let it shine;

all throughout the night,
I'm gonna let it shine.

All throughout the night,
I'm gonna let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine;
this little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

let it shine.

Sending Forth
Our worship has ended.  Let our service begin!
 Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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Sunshine Cathedral CCLI# 11274929

Sunshine Cathedral Food Pantry 
is open

Every Wednesday from 
11AM – 2PM or by appointment

No ID required. No 
income verification.

No questions. No 
judgment.

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment, please 
contact Rev. Anne
954-462-2004 ext. 208

To make a donation to the Sunshine Cathedral 
Food Sharing Program, check out our website 
sunshinecathedral.org and click on the Food 
Sharing tab.

Prayer Garden Remembrance Brick

The Prayer Garden 
with Remembrance 
Brick is located directly 
b e h i n d  t h e  W a l t 
Lawrence & Stephen 
L e w i s  C e n t e r  f o r 
Worship and the Art.

The Prayer Garden 
is beautifully maintained 
b y  o u r  w o n d e r f u l 
volunteers that make up 
the Garden Team. They 
are generally on the 
campus each Saturday 
morning doing various 
work to maintain the 
Prayer Garden so that 
it is always accessible 
and attract ive year 
round. 

There are benches located in the Prayer Garden 
for those who wish to spend a little extra time.
If you would like to dedicate an engraved brick in 
memory of someone, of if you have any questions 
or would like to place an order please contact Kevin 
Tisdol by email at Kevin@sunshinecathedral.org.

The donation to have an engraved brick placed in 
the Prayer Garden is $100.00 per brick.
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SunBurst NewsSunBurst News
STAY CONNECTED – Worship with us live on Facebook 
or YouTube on Sundays at 10:30 am. 
- During the week, join us every day at Noon for Sunshine 
Cathedral Midday Prayer.

- On Monday evenings at 6 pm join us for Christians & 
Cocktails (live streamed on Facebook)…a lively discussion 
of ethical, theological, and biblical topics.

- You can hear a prayer at any time by calling our Dial-A-
Prayer line (the church’s phone number and then ext. 6).

- You can request prayer by email ing prayer@
sunshinecathedral.org.

- Our Wednesday food sharing ministry remains active as 
it is “essential.”

- Beginning April 22, we will also be streaming Share in 
the Chair on Wednesdays at 6 pm (chatting with a special 
guest each week).

We may be physically apart these days, but thanks to the 
miracle of technology, we can remain connected to and 
supportive of one another. 
  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE – We are not gathering for 
worship inside the worship center. Only the people required 
to broadcast the service will be in the worship center. Our 
worship for a few weeks is, by necessity, “virtual.” Watch 
us live on Facebook at 10:30 am on Sundays. Have bread 
or crackers on hand so that you can receive communion in 
real time. Also, remember to give your offering online, by 
text, or using Venmo (@sunshinecathedral) or Cash App 
($sunshinecathedral). 
 

Remember – Text To Give: 954.399.7333
Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

Cash App - $SunshineCathedral
 
DIAL-A-PRAYER - You can hear a prayer by dialing 
954.462.2004 (press 6). A new prayer is recorded each 
week. 
 
April 20: Rabbi Morris Lichtenstein (1889 – 1938) – 
building on the ideas of Rabbi A. G. Moses (who believed 
the healing philosophy of Christian Science was compatible 
with Judaism and could be offered in a Jewish context), 
Lichtenstein and his wife Tehilla co-founded the Society 
for Jewish Science. Jewish Science sees God as a “force” 
or “energy”, practices visualization and affirmations in 
its healing work, and believes religion has a role to play 
in healing of mind and body. Unlike Christian Science, 
Jewish Science does not oppose the use of medicine 
when it is needed. Some of the Jewish Science beliefs 
were, overtime, embraced by other branches of Judaism. 

The Society for Jewish Science still offers services in their 
own building in NYC.
 
April 21: Thomas Parker Boyd (1864 – 1936) – Episcopal 
priest and psychologist. Founded the Society of the Healing 
Christ.  Believed healing was part of the gospel message 
and should be practiced by the Church. Throughout his life 
he prayed for the sick and they would often recover. He 
was a member of the International New Thought Alliance.
 
April 23: Cesar Chavez (1927-1993) —Farmworker. 
Raised in a family of Mexican-American migrant workers, 
Chavez transformed a local labor struggle into a moral 
cause that challenged the conscience of the nation. He 
was committed to absolute nonviolence, and was supported 
by many religious leaders. Inspired by a priest who gave 
him a passion for justice, and a community activist who 
taught him how to organize, he became the driving force 
in founding the United Farmworkers Union.
 
April 25: St. Mark the Evangelist —Evangelist. The writer 
of the oldest gospel in our canon. Mark’s gospel was written 
around 70 ce. 

ABOUT SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL...    

The Sunshine Cathedral Mission 
To rescue religion from irrelevance, practice positive 
thinking, be justice workers, build community, value 
diversity, and help people experience peace, hope, and 
joy in their lives. 
 

Sunshine Cathedral Values 
Inclusion. 

Compassion. 
Spiritual Transformation. 

Social Action. 
 

The Sunshine Cathedral Message 
All people have sacred value.
God is omnipresent Love.
Rooted in the Christian tradition and the Gay Rights 
Movement, we are an
inclusive church for ALL kinds of people. 
   

Sunshine Cathedral Board of Directors’ Prayer 
Dear God, we give thanks for the uplifting power of prayer. 
We ask you to bless our congregation, our leaders, our 
worship services, our outreach efforts, our programming, 
our finances, and all who are on our prayer list. Help us 
to be our best, to do our best, and to help more and more 
people accept, trust, and rejoice in your all-inclusive and 
unconditional love; it’s in your many names that we pray. 
Amen.
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Sunshine Cathedral Online Schedule
Sunday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 10:30AM/EDT - Sunday Worship

Noon: Monday - Friday: Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live - Midday Prayers

Monday - Sunshine Cathedral Facebook Live 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT - Christians & Cocktails

Wednesday - Sunshine Cathedral Share in the  Chair Facebook Live - 6PM/EDT - 6:30PM/EDT
BEGINS APRIL 22ND
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Silent HelperS prayer MiniStry
Please hold these in the power of loving prayer:

 
REMEMBER: Prayer Cards available at Prayer Box in Cathedral 
Narthex  (drop them in offering plate or give them to a robed minister). 
Prayers can also be submitted via Sunshine Cathedral.org or by 
emailing any SC clergyperson. You can hear a prayer at anytime by 
calling 954.462.2004 (press 6)

Centering Thought
"...we pray...that new hope may rise from human discouragement...that 
new love may rise from human indifference, that new courage may 
rise from human timidity, that new joy may rise from human sorrows."
Sisters of Mercy 

We pray for the following ~ Kristen; Franklin; Noah; Leslie; Robert; 
Anne; Terrell; Dick; Jan's dad; Yosi; Janice; Barbara H. (of blessed 
memory); Brenton; Denise's friend; Lue L.; Larry & Kees; Ronnie 
(of blessed memory); James; Marion; TW; JB; RP; Barbara; CJ; 
Mari; Justin C.; Matthew; Patty W.; Alba; Devon; Reggie & Phyllis; 
Elizabeth; Terri; JMCC; Mary; Anita; Karyn; Josie; LaNora & family; 
Trish; Elliot; Galbraith; TA; a premature baby; medical practitioners; 
children detained at the U.S. border; Ann & Deb; Carol & Richard B.; 
Scott A.; Gloria; Grace; Emma; Peggy; Troy P.; Global Justice Institute; 
the Sunshine Cathedral

Let us pray: Omnipresent God whose all-inclusive and unconditional 
love is our source of strength and joy, we leave our cares and concerns 
with you today, trusting in your grace which is equal to every need. Give 
us, now, peace of mind and the assurance that all will be well. Amen. 

REMEMBER: You can hear a prayer at anytime by calling 
954.462.2004 (press 6)

supports community projects that serve 
the LGBT community in a number of 
different  elds:

OUR FUND FOUNDATION 

HIV/AIDS
ARTS & CULTURE
SOCIAL JUSTICE

YOUTH
ELDERS
WOMEN
TRANSGENDER

Contact us to make sure 
that your will or estate 
plan strengthens the 
community and causes 
that are most important 
to you.

Our Fund Foundation supports

The Sunshine Cathedral

To learn more about 
how you can support 
Our Fund’s mission 
to support agencies 
advancing LGBT 
causes in South 
FFlorida, visit us at 

www.Our-Fund.org 
or call us at 

(954) 565-1090
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Our Cathedral Garden Team is in need of your help. If 
you have some time to volunteer please contact Casey 
at joecasey@hotmail.com
They are looking for:
- Volunteers ANYTIME not just Saturday mornings
- Need help with weeding and trimming.
- Donations for landscape projects.
- Need help to rebuild the walkway in the Prayer 
Garden.

text to Give  
Text to Give; 

it’s easy. Just 
text 954.399.7333 and 
in the message put 
in the amount you 
wish to give. You will 
immediately be sent a 
link for you to set up 
your secure Text to 
Give account. Once you fill it out, your donation will be 
processed. 

Financial Data Snapshot from 5 April

 Weekly Generosity Income Needed $13,923.00
Generosity Income Received $48,005.67

Our Abundance and/or (Need) $34,082.67

Per Capita Giving $81.87

Worship Services 32
Online Virtual Resourcing 114,672

Detailed information located on the Cathedral website.

Sunshine Cathedral Financial Information
Donating to 

Sunshine Cathedral just got easier

Venmo or CashApp

Venmo - @SunshineCathedral

CashApp - $SunshineCathedral
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The Cathedral Staff

Two Sunday morning services
9:00am (ASL interpreted) 10:30am

Sunday 5:00pm in Second Life

1480 SW 9th Ave
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

954.462.2004

www.sunshinecathedral.org

Monthly Collection Programs
1st Sunday - Loaves & Fishes: Food Collection

3rd Sunday - Clothing Collection 
(For BG Hospital & Homeless)

Due to limited storage space, please bring items on 
designated Sundays only.

Sunshine Cathedral is not liable for any vehicle incident, including 
acts of nature, while attending any events.

1480 SW 9th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315

954.462.2004
www.sunshinecathedral.org 

Executive Leadership Team
Rev. Durrell Watkins, DMin, Senior Minister

Rev. Robert Griffin, DMin, Executive Minister
Rev. Anne Atwell, Minister of Connections
Rev. Ty Bradley, Social Justice Minister

Rev. Kevin Tisdol, Director of Lay & Volunteer Ministries
Mrs. Sara Burns, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Vocalist

Ms. Barbara Ramcharitar, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Organist

Artists-in-Residence
Tara Sperry, Vocalist
Paul Phillips, Bassist

Teresa Flores, Percussionist
Gary Lane, Assistant Organist
Cheryl Barth, Assistant Pianist

Sam Miller, Videographer
Phil McChesney, Handbell Director

Facilities
Kurt Litzenberger, Facilities Manager

Support Ministries Leaders
Rev. BK Hipsher, DMin, Virtual Church Chaplain 
Rev. Kurt Krieger, Seasonal Members Chaplain

Rev. Marian Cavagnaro, Hospice Chaplain
Rev. Ren Bell, Hospice Chaplain

Rev. Lynda Pantoja, Interfaith Spirituality 
Rev. Margarita Rodriguez, Minister of Spiritual Companionship

Rev. Nancy Davis, DD, A Course in Miracles
Deacon Ed Huckemeyer, DD, Diaconal Minister of Pastoral Care

Deacon Jean Johnson, Community Chaplain
Deacon Lydya Chapman, Women’s Ministries

Deacon Michael Karban, Diaconal Minister of the Chancel 
Deacon Sue Gallagher, EdD, Teaching Associate 

Peggy Brereton, Usher Team Leader
Trevor Stewart, Bookkeeper

Consultant
Rev. Elder Don Eastman, Systems & Leadership

Officers of Sunshine Cathedral Board of Directors
Dennis McWilliams-Ramos, Chair; Rev. Dr. Durrell Watkins, Vice-Chair; 

Melody Fiore, Treasurer, Mary Fedoration, Secretary
BOD@sunshinecathedral.net

Chair of Sunshine Cathedral Foundation
Phil McChesney

Info@SunFound.net


